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2012 when I was laid off. It
happened so quickly that I barely
had time to come down with a
case of the ‘what have I done?’
(that’s what we call it in the
redneck south). A few years ago I
was unemployed for over five
months. The first eight months
were painful but at least I knew I
wasn’t a total financial wreck.
Then I found myself pregnant.
Since my husband of nearly 16
years had left me to marry
someone else, I needed to find a
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job. I looked and looked but there
just weren’t any jobs available
(and there really should have
been). One day I was looking for
an application to fill out when I
came across a ‘Help Wanted’ sign
on my door. It was for ‘a bright
and capable young man’ and for
the job of ‘momma’. I couldn’t
believe what was happening. I
called my work for the day and
told them I was applying. They
said no one would be hiring
because the position they had
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open was going to have to be
advertised. I called my brother to
tell him what was happening. He
was shocked. That was one of the
few times I ever asked for his
advice. We talked about how I
might apply for other jobs and he
was kind enough to use his
connections to help me out. Like
many women in these tough
economic times, I was finding it
difficult. I didn’t have much
money coming in or savings, so I
was just praying for the best. I
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knew I couldn’t just live off any
job that came along, no matter
how hard I looked. I went to the
hospital to check on my baby. I
hadn’t been feeling right all day
and I was concerned. Sure
enough, when my
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