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negative enterobacteria that colonize in the stool of man, animals and plants. These bacteria are characterized by the production of an extra-cellular enzyme able to
hydrolyze casein. They are found in aquatic and soil environments, and in the intestine of humans. The cells can be differentiated in pure culture on the base of their agar-
inhibitory zone and their pigmentation. The genus Proteus includes three species: P. mirabilis, P. vulgaris and P. penneri. They are divided in three biotypes, i.e. 1=proteus
bacilli, 2=proteus plus and 3=proteus vulgaris. Formerly, Proteus mirabilis was the only species of the genus, whereas, in 1942, Gordona was added. Subsequently, three
new species were added: P. penneri (1960); P. vulgaris (1992) and the facultatively anaerobic Proteus mirabilis (1992). Proteus mirabilis is the most studied species of the

genus because of its pathogenic properties, its resistance to many antibiotics and its tendency to multiresistance. However, Proteus vulgaris and P. penneri also produce or
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most effective treatment for even the most advanced cases of multiple sclerosis (MS), the most common
neurological disease in young people, is generally intravenous (IV) infusion of glatiramer acetate (copyright

Gavacort). This treatment is based on the principle that MS is an autoimmune disorder of the central nervous
system (CNS). In the CNS, MS leads to inflammatory injury of the myelin sheaths which surround nerve cells
and allow them to communicate with one another. Inflammation also causes damage to the nearby spinal
cord cells. This damage disrupts nerve cell function causing disability. It has recently been shown that this

type of inflammation also plays a role in other autoimmune diseases, including type 1 diabetes and juvenile
diabetes. The mechanism of action of Gavacort is not completely understood, but it is believed that it may be
a consequence of immunosuppression. There is evidence that glatiramer acetate (GA) acts by a modulatory

pathway through the CD28/B7 axis by stimulating the CD8+ cell subpopulation which also includes the CD4+
T lymphocytes subset. Recently, several studies have confirmed the value of GA by showing that it has a

positive effect in clinical trials of progressive forms of MS. See, for example: Brain 121:1837-1847, 1998 and
Brain 123:1829-1845, 2000. Further, there has been evidence that GA 648931e174
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