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on a night of despair after being turned down continuously for the scripts
he writes, metin ends up in a bar where he meets a girl named

duygu.simplifying the algorithm for the diagnosis of undifferentiated
arthritis in rheumatology: routine use of serologic tests. rheumatologic

literature proposes two sets of criteria to confirm the diagnosis of
undifferentiated arthritis (ua). the first set is algorithmic, and uses the

number of joints involved, the presence of arthritis, the duration of
arthritis, the erythrocyte sedimentation rate (esr), and the c-reactive
protein (crp). the second set of criteria also includes esr and crp. to

simplify the algorithm for the diagnosis of ua by replacing crp and esr with
a routine serologic test, the erythrocyte anti-cardiolipin antibody. we

performed a prospective study between january 2007 and december 2008
of patients with ua, and between april 2006 and may 2009 of patients

with seronegative ua who were subsequently diagnosed with
undifferentiated spondyloarthropathy (spa). the study included a total of

87 patients, of which 13 (11.7%) and 23 (15.4%) were classified as having
ua by the algorithmic and the serologic criteria, respectively. of the 87

patients, 55 (63.2%) fulfilled the international union against rheumatism
(iuar) 2010 criteria for peripheral spa, 8 (9.2%) fulfilled the modified new

york criteria for axial spa, and the remaining 24 (27.6%) had
undifferentiated spa. only 2 of 23 patients with ua without previous

diagnosis of spa fulfilled the serologic criteria. another study in patients
with spa revealed the erythrocyte anti-cardiolipin antibody to be an

excellent predictor of inflammatory spa, with an area under the receiver
operator characteristic curve of 0.837. the presence of an elevated level

of the erythrocyte anti-cardiolipin antibody was highly predictive of
systemic spa, with a sensitivity of 92%, a specificity of 82%, a positive
predictive value of 91%, and a negative predictive value of 84%. the

presence of an elevated level of the erythrocyte anti-cardiolipin antibody
was an excellent predictor of inflammatory spa, with a very low rate of
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