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This document and the complete OSHA standards contain general statements about the physical and mental requirements of respirator users. OSHA is not able to make
quantitative estimates of the adverse effects of the respiratory protection program elements on respiratory protection. OSHA believes that respirator programs that are written as
written standards are the best form of respiratory protection programs. The written standards also assist employers in ensuring adequate respiratory protection programs through
their annual program verification. OSHA has also provided in this document guidance on how to examine the adequacy of the respiratory protection program elements for every
respirator users every shift. The purpose of this guidance is to promote continual improvement of respiratory protection programs, to enhance compliance with the Standard's
requirements, and to clarify guidance already provided in the inhalation standards. Actual respirator users, and employers, will need to carefully evaluate their respiratory
protection program to ensure that it operates in accordance with the Standard's requirements. In particular, the requirement for written programs is intended to encourage
employers to design and document a meaningful program at each workplace. The final standard again requires that employers design the training program to provide adequate
training to the appropriate person or persons and to protect the workers from the known hazards and risks of the respirator use and from other hazards and risks of respirator use.
Because WPF studies form the basis for respiratory protection programs, WPF testing is most often conducted in industrial hygiene programs to determine whether the fit factor of
a respirator is adequate for the workgroup or to find out if the respirator is leaking. WPF testing may also be done to ensure that the facial size, facial hair, or other facial features
do not interfere with the respirator fit. The maximum potential exposure of workers to a NIOSH-listed substance must be determined before respirators can be provided.
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When a respirator is capable of providing sufficient respiratory protection, but it does not adequately seal the user's airways against contaminants, the respirator does not perform
as it is designed to do. Users may not be wearing the proper respirator or may be using the respirator improperly. Therefore, it is important that users be informed that respirators
are designed for a specific purpose, and that they should not be used for other purposes, e.g., as mechanical devices, caulking guns, or earplugs. To be effective, respirators must
seal against the contaminants that they are intended to protect the user from. Therefore, respirators are often designed to fit various facial sizes and shapes. Consequently, the
ability of a respirator to be properly sealed depends on the fit of the device. If the respirator does not fit well, then it may leak contaminants, preventing the user from receiving

adequate protection. The respirator's leakage will be most evident when the respirator is applied to a person's face as a tight-fitting facepiece, because it will not seal against the
face if it has a poor fit. Thus, a face-sealing respirator is designed to seal around the facial contours and fit across the bridge of the nose, chin, cheeks, eyes, ears, and jaw. The

respirator should not leak when the user is moving around a room or walking around, and it should also not leak if the user inhales and exhales. If the respirator does not seal well,
it will not provide the user with the protection that it is intended to provide. Paragraph (g) of the final standard states that a respirator is designed to protect against “all known or

reasonably anticipated hazards,” and paragraph (j) sets forth the first-line defense of the employer: 5ec8ef588b
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